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Dear Sisters and Brothers,  

The Feast of the Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed is a day of prayer and 

remembrance for the faithful departed which is observed a day after the Feast of the All 

Saints. 

After rejoicing yesterday with the saints in heaven, the church prays for all those awaiting the 

day when they will be joined to the company of saints.  

Yesterday and today’s feast informs of the mysterious union between the Church triumphant, 

the Church militant and the Church suffering. 

This feast emphasises our belief that life does not end by death; we have hope of the 

resurrection.  

Today’s Feast reminds us of the temporality of our earthly lives.   

Three words describe the life of every human person: Suffering, Death and Hope.   

Death is a reality. But is death the end of human life? It cannot be. Otherwise, we won’t be 

celebrating today’s feast.  

The readings orient us towards the reality of death, suffering and hope, which is core to 

commemorating the faithful departed.  

 



 

The first reading from the book of Job provides a lived experience of suffering and death not 

as ends but as means towards an eschatological hope. Job offers a subtle reference to the 

resurrection.  

Slightly before today’s reading, Job says, “I am nothing but skin and bones; I have 

escaped only with the skin of my teeth” (Job 19:20).  

Rightly so, Job is at the point of death and has undergone great suffering. Nothing is left of 

him, yet he dares to utter the words, 

 “my redeemer lives, and, in the end, he will stand upon the earth” (Job 

19:25).  

Job believes that even after his body is destroyed, his life does not end - he has hope and 

confidence to see God.  

Jesus on the mountain outlines essential criteria for judgment in this present life and the life to 

come.  

The beatitudes in Matthew are understood when we recall the final judgement in chapter 25, 

where all the nations are assembled and separated into groups of goats and sheep. The criteria 

of belonging to the sheep side and the goat side depends on how one truly lived or not the 

beatitudes, respectively.  

The Beatitudes are not historical but eschatological. How do we know that?  

Just from the language of the beatitudes: 

Matthew uses two main verbs: in the present, “Blessed are …” which proceeds to the future 

tense, “… for they will …”.  

Thus,  

beatitudes are expressions of what is already confirmed, present and the reality of the 

Christian community. 

However,  

we are not static beings; the kosmos is not our home because we await the beatific 

vision of the future.   

Thus, the future tense, for they will, indicates the reality of now and the future. It gives hope 

that at an appointed time, God will validate our blessedness. 

As we pray for the faithful departed today, Job mentors us by providing an important 

paradigm for our Christian life.  

A life that is punctuated by suffering, pain and death.  

Nonetheless,  

suffering and death are cloistered with hope.  

Matthew, on the other hand, through the beatitudes, reminds us of the reality of our lives – 

that, at present, we are the Makarios, the blessed ones.  



 

This present state does not capitulate to the demise of our physical bodies, but we await with 

great hope of inheritance, as the beatitudes say, “for we shall”.  

We pray for our faithful departed, 

Not forgetting that we hope to join the faithful departed where we shall praise, serve 

and reverence God eternally.   

 

Fr. George Macharia SJ 


