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Feast of the Dedication of St. John Lateran 
Mass, Hekima University College 

November 9, 2022 

This afternoon, we celebrate the Dedication of St. John 
Lateran Basilica, the cathedral of the Bishop of Rome. 
This basilica was the center of the Catholic Church for 
centuries. It is where the popes lived for years before 
St. Peter’s Basilica was built. Within its walls, some 
ecumenical councils were held and twenty-eight popes 
are buried there. It was invaded, rebuilt, burned and 
rebuilt again. It tells the story of the Church. I would like 
to offer three pieces of advices and meditation from our 
readings.  

First, Make Hekima a God-training Ground. Our 
Responsorial Psalm says this: “There is a river whose 
streams make glad the city of God” (Ps 
46[45]:4). Students, staff and faculty who live in this 
college are like the river that springs from the temple: 
YOU bring a Word of life and of hope that can make 
fruitful the desert of hearts, just like the stream 

described in Ezekiel’s vision (chap. 47). The important thing is that the course of the 
water leave the temple and flow towards hostile looking lands. In my time at Hekima, I 
have come to see this place as God-training ground! Some of you come with wonderful 
talents and a few come crazy/dry ideas. And this is good. Yet at the end of your time 
here, we rejoice on seeing how many of you become joyful proclaimers, determined to 
share with others the treasures of the Word of God, to give some meaning to people’s 
lives, to respond to existential questions that our people ask, and to devote yourselves 
to the common good. For some of you who wonder why you are here, you will leave 
with extraordinary potential. You will become ever green leaves that will nourish others. 
Ezekiel explains the reason for such fruitfulness: “the water for them flows from the 
sanctuary” (Ez 47:12). God is the secret of this new life-giving power! Remain 
connected to the source. It is important to widen your perception in order to grasp God’s 
presence and action in the city. Make Hekima a God-training ground. 

Second, do not make bad compromises with the Gospel. In his Letter to the 
Corinthians, St. Paul writes: “no other foundation can anyone lay than that which is laid, 
which is Jesus Christ” (1 Cor 3:11). “The heart of our ministry springs from being at the 
feet of the Lord in order to listen to his Word; to keep away from bad compromises,” 
says Pope Francis. “There is a call to embrace the full message of the gospel with all 
our lives. “Often out of convenience or comfort, we tend to tone down Jesus’ message, 
to water down his words. “Visiting the sick, prisoners, welcoming migrants, Yes. But it is 
a complicated issue. It is about politics. And I do not get involved in these things. 
Always compromises. Yes, Yes, Yes … externally, but No, No … interiorly. These are 
the compromises we make with the Gospel. Yes to everything, but in the end, No to 
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everything.”  The common denominator is the Gospel. I hear St. Paul who invites us to 
set aside ideological differences and personal “spotlights” (attentions) in order to make 
room for what God asks of us. In the end, we are not building our kingdom, it is God’s. 
This is what Ignatius calls “Indifference.” Let us ask for the grace of transformation of 
mind. Christianity is meant to shape a new identity within us by creating a new sense of 
“we” – a new community that defies our usual categories of anthropology.”1 

Finally, we have a mission to be interruptive when it is necessary. Let us take a 
verse from the Gospel in which Jesus behaves in an interruptive manner. “Take these 
out of here, 
and stop making my Father’s house a marketplace.” (Jn 2:16) God sometimes 
chooses to act in a strong way to bring about a break in the situation. “With his action, 
Jesus wants to introduce a change of pace, a change in direction.” We note that the 
merchants were in the courtyard reserved for Gentiles, the area that was accessible to 
non-Jews. This hall had been transformed into a market. But God wants his temple to 
be “a house of prayer for all peoples” (Is 56:7). Hence, Jesus’ decision to upset 
exchange tables and to drive away the animals. This purification of the sanctuary was 
necessary so that Israel could rediscover its vocation: to be a light for all people, a small 
group of people chosen to serve the salvation that God wants to give everyone.  

The Temple courts were not only populated with God-worshippers, as God wished, but 
they were also populated, with the permission of the high priests and the Temple 
authorities, with people attracted by gain. What led them to the Temple may have been 
less a concern to allow YHWH's faithful to worship him than a concern to make a profit 
from their trade.  Jesus violently challenges the established customs perhaps because 
of the priests' lack of sensitivity to YHWH. What led you here? 
 
Jesus not only dethroned the idol, but also overthrew its pitiful throne: “Jesus also 
overthrew their tables.” Do not only deal with symptoms of evil, deal with their root 
causes.  Our mission as theologians: we have the responsibility of critique whenever 
the Church attempts to evade the dangerous memory of the crucified Jesus either by 
slipping into a “fatal banality” 2 or embracing conformity so passive that the Church drifts 
from the resolute work of justice and, thereby, betrays the transcendent mystery of the 
relation between God and God’s people through ecclesia in Africa.”3 
 

“When he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, 
and they came to believe the Scripture and the word Jesus had spoken.” (Jn 2:22) 
In Acts, Luke speaks of a "multitude of priests who obeyed the faith" (Acts 6:7). They 
had discovered in Jesus the new temple. They had become its "living stones.” “Life can 
only be understood backwards, but it must be lived forwards.” You may have come to 
religious life for different motives, but I hope as you look back, you will remember how 
God has walked with you and make a decision to be a living stone.  
 

                                                 
1
  Katongole, Mirror to the Church, 68-69. 

2
  Johan Baptist Metz, Love’s Strategy, 145. 

3
  Marcel Uwineza, Risen from the Ashes, 220-221. 
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o Make Hekima a God-training Ground 
o Do not make bad compromises with the Gospel 

o we have a mission to be interruptive when it is necessary 
 
May the Lord bless you and keep you/ May the Lord let his face shine upon you and be 

gracious to you/ May the Lord look upon you kindly and Give you peace! Amen.  

Fr. Marcel Uwineza, SJ 


